
1 KINGS 28-31, 34, 40 

28 Now Jeroboam was a man of standing, and when Solomon 

saw how well the young man did his work, he put him in 

charge of the whole labor force of the tribes of Joseph. 

29 About that time Jeroboam was going out of Jerusalem, and 

Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh met him on the way, wearing a 

new cloak. The two of them were alone out in the country, 
30 and Ahijah took hold of the new cloak he was wearing and 

tore it into twelve pieces. 31 Then he said to Jeroboam, “Take 

ten pieces for yourself, for this is what the Lord, the God of 

Israel, says: ‘See, I am going to tear the kingdom out of 

Solomon’s hand and give you ten tribes. 

34 “‘But I will not take the whole kingdom out of Solomon’s 

hand; I have made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake 

of David my servant, whom I chose and who obeyed my 

commands and decrees.  

40 Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam fled to Egypt, 

to Shishak the king, and stayed there until Solomon’s death.  

TODAY ’S  SCRIPTURE  1 KINGS 12:1-7 

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to 
make him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he 
was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), he 
returned from Egypt. 3 So they sent for Jeroboam, and he and 
the whole assembly of Israel went to Rehoboam and said to 
him: 4 “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the 
harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will 
serve you.” 

5 Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days and then 
come back to me.” So the people went away. 

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served 
his father Solomon during his lifetime. “How would you advise 
me to answer these people?” he asked. 

7 They replied, “If today you will be a servant to these people 

and serve them and give them a favorable answer, they will 

always be your servants.” 
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